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primarily as a new philosophy or way of thinking about policing. It is ori-
ented on the broader functions of the police, such as community service, 
which then bases itself on the concept of citizen input into the policing 
process. Whenever the police discuss things such as the values and prin-
ciples of community policing, the development of partnerships, and the 
goal of reducing crime and disorder to improve the quality of life, these 
are the philosophical aspects of community policing that underlie this 
police initiative.

The strategic dimension is an attempt to translate the philosophy into 
action. Cordner noted that it is often focused on geography, taking com-
munity policing to the neighborhood level, assigning police officers to 
those neighborhoods permanently, and having them work toward taking 
ownership of their communities and becoming representatives of the police 
department to the people who live there. This action is based on the phi-
losophy that community policing is about police-citizen partnerships at the 
neighborhood level. In addition, the prevention of crime and disorder is a 
primary focus of the community policing strategy, so this dimension may 
include establishing programs that target crime problems in a neighbor-
hood, working with citizens to have them take more responsibility for the 
safety of their communities, and bringing in additional social services to 
improve quality of life. Finally, focusing on the substantive issues is another 
strategic element of community policing in that police and members of the 
community work to resolve the problems in their neighborhoods.

The programmatic dimension refers to the specific programs that come 
to encapsulate the community policing philosophy and strategy. These 
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